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INTRODUCTION

This document contains important safety information 
which should be read and understood before moving 
on to the seperate Rigging Instructions.

The manual has been compiled to help you to operate 
your boat safely and get the most out of your sailing. 
It contains details of the craft; the equipment supplied 
or fitted, its systems and information on its operation 
and maintenance. Please read it carefully, and familiarise 
yourself with the craft before using it.

All Topaz boats and catamarans are recreational craft intended
for day time use. 

The owner/operator is responsible for the safety of those on-
board the craft. 

If this is your first sailcraft, or you are changing to a new type
you are not familiar with, for your own comfort and safety, you
must ensure that you obtain handling and operating experience
before assuming control of it. 

Topper International Ltd, your dealer, national sailing federation
or yacht club will be pleased to advise you of local sailing
schools, or competent instructors. Sailing schools and clubs 
regularly organise training sessions. 

Always take the sea conditions into account when sailing. 
Ensure that the anticipated wind and sea conditions will not ex-
ceed those stated for Design Category C (see page 5), and that
you and your crew are able to handle the craft safely in these
conditions. Design Category C includes the hazards of a freak 

wave or gust which are potentially dangerous conditions, where
only a competent, fit and trained crew using a well-maintained 
craft can satisfactorily operate.

The crew should be familiar with the use of all safety equipment
and emergency manoeuvring (man overboard recovery, being
towed etc.).  All persons should wear a suitable personal 
floatation device (life jacket/buoyancy aid) when afloat.  
In some countries, it is legal requirement to wear a personal
floatation device that complies with the relevant national regula-
tions.  

This owner’s manual is not a detailed maintenance or trouble-
shooting guide.  In the case of any difficulty, refer to the 
manufacturer. Always use trained and competent people for
maintenance, repair or modification. All modifications must be
approved by the manufacturer. Use of non-approved modifica-
tions or equipment will invalidate any warranty and may ad-
versely affect safety. 

Always maintain your craft properly and take into account the
deterioration that will occur over time and as a result of heavy
use or misuse. Always inspect the craft regularly especially after
any suspected damage.  

In some countries authorisation is required, or specific regula-
tions are in force regarding the use of recreational craft. 
Transportation may also be subject to local regulations.

You should be aware of, and adhere to, local environmental 
regulations and please respect all relevant codes of good 
practice.
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GENERAL WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS

ALL CRAFT

Topaz craft are intended for day-time use only.

WARNING : Do not overload any Topaz craft. Unseen damage
may be done resulting in compromised safety. The maximum
loads are shown on the builder’s plate on the craft and in 
TABLE 1 on page 9.

WARNING: Forward visibility can be restricted when using spin-
naker (gennaker) sails. Extreme care is necessary to prevent
collisions. The helmsman should adjust their own position as
necessary to ensure all round visibility. It may also be necessary
to modify the trim.

WARNING: Drain plugs and hatches must be secured before
launching and must not be opened when afloat.

Caution: Where mast floatation is provided as standard equip-
ment it will reduce the risk of inversion but it will not prevent in-
version. Extra mast floatation to further reduce the risk of
inversion is always recommended.

Caution: Do not use solvents, chemicals or paints on any part of
your topaz craft including removable parts. Deterioration in the
craft durability and strength can occur if this is not adhered to.

Caution: Keep extreme heat away from the craft.
____________________________________________________
CATAMARANS

Caution: Catamarans are particularly sensitive to overloading
beyond the specified limit detailed in Table 1. Overloading can
result in design pressures being exceeded and cause unseen
structural damage.

____________________________________________________
LIFTING KEEL WARNINGS:

This section applies to the Topaz Xenon XK1 only:

Never sail the Topaz Xenon XK1 with the keel raised or not fully
locked down.

The pulley lifting system must be securely attached to the top of
the keel with the correct shackle (see rigging manual) before 
attempting to lift or lower the keel.

Never allow the keel to drop in an uncontrolled manner.

Regularly check all keel system ropes for signs of deterioration.
Particular attention should be paid to the Dyneema line where it
attaches to the shroud shackle and on the keel. Replace the
keel system ropes at the first sign of wear and at least once
each year. 
____________________________________________________

USING A TRAILER

When towing your Topaz craft you should only use an 
approved road trailer and transporting your Topaz craft 
may be subject to local regulations. 

Securing the craft to its trailer is important because 
too much or too little tension could result in damage. 

Follow the following instructions for safe trailing:

Trailering (monohull)

- Ensure the boat is located correctly on the  trolley, with 
the gunwale supports up under the gunwales and the 
bow located in the bow snubber of the trolley.

- Ensure the trolley is properly located on the road base 
and the retaining pin is fitted.

- Tie the boat down to the trailer at the bow and use 
a ratchet strap across the middle. You only need to 
apply sufficient tension to hold the boat in contact with 
the trolley supports. Use padded material where any 
straps touch the deck and to prevent the ratchet itself
damaging the hull.

Trailering (catamaran)

- Ensure the catamaran is properly located on the road 
trailer and that the boat is balanced correctly. 

- Make sure that the catamaran is not too far forward 
otherwise it may come into contact with the side of your
vehicle as you turn corners.

- Secure the catamaran down to the trailer by using two 
ratchet straps across the width of the hulls using the 
eyelets on the frame of the trailer. You only need to apply 
sufficient tension to hold the catamaran in contact 
with the trailer. Use padded material where any straps 
touch the deck and to prevent the ratchet itself
damaging the hull.
____________________________________________________
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
BEFORE YOU GO SAILING

• Rigging instructions are supplied separately. These must be
read and thoroughly understood before attempting to sail.

• WARNING! Always check for overhead wires and cables when
rigging, launching and recovering (you should also check for
overhead wires and cables cables when sailing). The mast
goes up a long way and shock or death could result if it comes
in contact with overhead wires. Always check before moving the
craft around and raising the mast. Give any overhead wires and
cables a wide berth.

• Check the weather forecast.

• Check the time of high and low tides if applicable.

• Do not take to the water unless you and your crew are 
competent to sail in the conditions at the time of embarking and
as they are forecast to develop whilst you expect to be on the
water. Always allow a safety margin on how long you expect to
be on the water.

• Make sure a third party knows where you are sailing, how
many there are of you and when you expect to return. When
sailing at a club, try to ensure there is at least one other boat
on the water in the vicinity.

• Seek advice of local conditions if sailing in a new area or if
there have been changes since your last sail in a location.

• Always check the condition of your craft before setting off and
tighten shroud shackles with pliers. Ensure that the hull is free
of water and the drain plug is properly sealed. 

• Ensure you are wearing suitable clothing and safety 
equipment for the conditions and time of year.

• Always wear an approved  buoyancy aid or lifejacket.

• A sailor’s safety knife should be carried on board.

• All loose equipment on board should be secured.

The Topaz range of craft are equipped with one or more sealed
buoyancy compartments. The buoyancy compartments are
formed by the hull mouldings and consequently the following
points should be noted:

- Do not puncture the hull. 

- Should a hull become punctured do not use the craft until it is
repaired.

- Ensure that any hatches are correctly fitted and have a good
seal.

- Should a hatch not be closed correctly do not use the craft.

CAUTION : Drain bungs and hatches must be secured before
launching and must not be opened when underway.

- Ensure that the rudder is secured to the hull by a clip or strap.
____________________________________________________

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
ON THE WATER

• Conform to the sailing rules of the road as well as any local
regulations.

• Look out for changing weather or water conditions.

• Never sail beyond your ability or that of your crew. 

• Ensure that you and your crew can cope with any changes in
the weather conditions.

• Understand and be competent in the sailing skills and righting
techniques.
____________________________________________________

DESIGN CATEGORY

This craft has been assessed for stability, buoyancy and safety
in  Design Category C.

CATEGORY C – Craft designed for voyages in coastal waters,
large bays, estuaries, lakes and rivers, where conditions up to
and including wind force 6 and significant wave heights up to
and including 2 metres may be experienced.

The TOPAZ range of craft comply with this design category, 
subject to:
- The crew having suitable fitness, skill and experience.
- Satisfactory maintenance of the craft and its equipment.

Users of the craft are advised that:
- All crew should receive suitable training.
- The craft shall not carry more than the maximum load.
- Any water in the hull should be kept to a minimum.
- Stability is reduced by any weight added above the centre 

of buoyancy.
____________________________________________________

GROUNDING

After grounding, thoroughly inspect for damage, particularly
the hull and centreboard area.
____________________________________________________
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MONOHULL Capsize recovery technique

The mainsheet should be uncleated and make sure that it will
run freely when the boat is righted.
The gnav/kicker should be eased to de-power the top 
of the mainsail.
If the craft inverts it should be pulled onto its side so that 
the rig is horizontal to the water.  It sometimes helps to pull 
it up with the aid of the wind blowing over the deck and rig.
If your craft has an asymmetric spinnaker and it was up when
the craft capsized, it should be lowered into the chute by a
member of the crew.

There are two basic situations to recover from:
-  When the rig is lying in the water, pointing downwind.
-  When the rig is lying in the water, pointing upwind.

RIG POINTING DOWNWIND (MONOHULL)

Climb onto the daggerboard and pull the boat slowly upright
using the righting lines, or asymmetric sheet if applicable. 
As the craft gets to 45 degrees one of the crew should climb on.
As the boat continues to right take the tiller so that as 
the boat returns to its normal orientation you are in control 
of the boat as soon as possible. Once you are in control, 
you can sort yourself out, tidy the craft and get sailing again.

RIG POINTING UPWIND (MONOHULL)

This is quite often the position the boat ends up in.
Climb onto the daggerboard/ centreboard. As you begin to right
the boat, the wind will blow under the mainsail and help you
right it. Depending on the wind strength the boat will right at
different rates. If the wind is strong the faster you will have to
move. As the mast leaves the water, one of you should climb
aboard and get to the windward side to prevent the boat 
capsizing again. Should the boat capsize again to the other side,
simply climb over on to the daggerboard and follow 
the procedure for the rig pointing downwind.
In case of difficulty, always remain with your boat. Never be
tempted to leave your boat to go to the shore. Wait for rescue.
An inverted hull is a relatively stable place to wait if necessary.

REBOARDING/MAN OVERBOARD RECOVERY (MONOHULL)

Deck and bow handles, righting lines or the shrouds, as avail-
able, can be used to assist recovery of a man overboard 
or reboarding. The transom are open allowing easy reboarding.

It is advisable to reboard the boat from the windward side 
when climbing aboard via the gunwale.
____________________________________________________

CATAMARAN Capsize recovery technique

The mainsheet traveller and downhaul should be uncleated and
make sure that it will run freely when the catamaran is righted. 
Ensure that the tiller extension is facing outward over the back
of the catamaran. If your catamaran has an asymmetric 
spinnaker and it was up when the craft capsized, it should be
lowered into the chute by a member of the crew.

There are two basic situations to recover from when the rig is
lying in the water:

RIG POINTING DOWNWIND (CATAMARAN)

Climb onto the lower hull and move to one end to turn the 
catamaran so the mast is facing upwind and pull the catamaran
slowly upright using the righting line (stored in the pocket on
the trampoline and secured to the mast base) thrown over the
top hull. As the craft rights the wind on the trampoline and
under the sail will help to right the catamaran. One of the crew
should hold the handle on the underside of the trampoline on
the windward side to stop the catamaran re capsizing while the
other crew member holds the handle on the downwind side.
You can then climb over the front beam of the catamaran onto
the trampoline to ensure that the craft does not sail away minus
the crew. Only if conditions allow should you climb over the rear
beam and under the steering bar. Then take the tiller so that
you are in control of the craft as soon as possible. Once you are
in control, you can sort yourself out, tidy the craft and get 
sailing again.

RIG POINTING UPWIND (CATAMARAN)

Climb onto the lower hull and move to one end to turn the 
catamaran so the mast is facing up wind pull the catamaran
slowly upright using the righting line (stored in the pocket on
the trampoline and secured to the mast base, thrown over the
top hull ). As the craft rights the wind on the trampoline and
under the sail will help to right the catamaran. One of the crew
should hold the handle on the underside of the trampoline or
the front cross beam on the windward side to stop the catama-
ran re capsizing, while the other crew member holds the handle
on the downwind side. You can then climb over the front beam
of the catamaran onto the trampoline to ensure that the craft
does not sail away minus the crew. Only if conditions allow
should you climb over the rear beam, under the steering bar.
In case of difficulty, always remain with your craft. Never be
tempted to leave your craft to go to the shore. Wait for rescue.
An inverted hull is a relatively stable place to wait if necessary.

REBOARDING/MAN OVERBOARD RECOVERY (CATAMARAN)

The catamarans are equipped with a righting line. This, or the
shrouds, can be used to assist in reboarding the catamaran. 
One of the crew should reboard over the front beam 
of the catamaran (as opposed to the back of the catamaran)
onto the trampoline to ensure that the craft cannot sail away
minus the crew. (Only climb over the rear beam if conditions
allow). The remaining crew can be recovered via the rear of the
craft or from the side with the aid of the shrouds.
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CAPSIZE RECOVERY

The Topaz range of craft are particularly stable, but a capsize is always a possibility, even when used with care in light conditions. It is
therefore essential that you should familiarise yourself and practice capsize recovery when you first sail the boat, ideally this should be
in an area where there is some kind of safety patrol to assist should you get into difficulty. 

It is safety critical to ensure that the crew is competent to be able to right the craft which is rated for Category C conditions.
The Minimum Crew Weight required for righting each craft type is detailed in TABLE 1 on page 9. 



BEING TOWED WHEN AFLOAT

Should it become necessary to tow any Topaz craft you should
secure the line around the only suitable strong point which is
the base the mast at deck level for dinghies (or the mast base
on the crossbeam for catamarans) and ideally through a guide
loop or handle at the bow. The tow line should wrapped twice
around the crossbeam/mast and the end held by the crew. This
allows the tow line to be dropped if necessary. If the line has to
be temporarily tied off, then a round turn and two half hitches
should be used as this can be easily untied. 

If sailing with a jib it should be furled and secured when being
towed. If it is lowered in order to be towed then the forestay
must be attached.

When being towed, partially raise the daggerboard/centreboard
(if fitted) and stay at the tiller. In the event of the loss of the
rudder sit well aft. 

CAUTION: The tow line used should be of a suitable length and
diameter for the conditions and the duration of the tow being
undertaken. It is the owner/operator’s responsibility to ensure
that any line used for towing is adequate for the intended use
and its strength does not exceed 80% of the breaking strength
of the towing point. The maximum recommended strength of
the towing line is stated in TABLE 2.

CAUTION: Do not tow other craft.

CAUTION: Always tow at slow speed, suitable for the condi-
tions. 

CAUTION: The crew of the towed craft must be able to release
the tow line when under load. 
____________________________________________________

MOORING AND ANCHORING

The Topaz range of craft are not designed to be moored. They
are day-boats for racing or cruising in inshore or inland waters. 

When anchoring any Topaz craft you should secure the anchor
line around the base of the mast (or the mast base on the for-
ward crossbeam for catamarans). Ensure the mast is secure if it
is being used in this way.
____________________________________________________

OUTBOARD ENGINE (TOPAZ OMEGA ONLY)

The Topaz OMEGA sailing dinghy is designed to be able to 
operate with an outboard engine. The Topaz OMEGA has a 
forward locker to stow and fix the outboard engine out of the
sailing area of the boat when not in use. 
An outboard engine may only be used on the Topaz OMEGA in
conjunction with the outboard bracket supplied by Topper Inter-
national.
The maximum power for an outboard engine suitable for the
Topaz OMEGA is 1.84KW (2.5hp). 
The engine must have an integral fuel tank without external fuel
lines. 
The maximum weight of the engine and any fuel is 26 kg. 
It is important that you obtain an outboard engine from an 
authorised engine dealer and pay particular attention to the
safety warnings in the owners manual supplied with the engine.
____________________________________________________

CRAFT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

The Craft Identification Number is engraved on dingy hulls on
the starboard side of the transom. On catamarans it is on the
transom of both hulls.
____________________________________________________

BUILDERS PLATE AND SAIL NUMBER

The Builders Plate contains important information on the design
category, the builder, the maximum number of persons and the
maximum permitted load. It is located in the deck cockpit of
dinghies and on the transom of both hulls on catamarans. 

The sail number is also detailed on the Builders Plate. 

Please read the important safety information on the plate, read
this manual and the rigging manual before sailing the boat.
____________________________________________________

SYMBOLS

Serial (Sail) Number:

Max. number of persons:           Max

Max. load including persons:       Max      

Max. weight of outboard engine: Max 

Warning:

Read Manual:

Risk of Capsize:

Overhead Cables:

____________________________________________________
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MAINTENANCE & SERVICE

Always maintain your craft properly and take into account the 
deterioration that will occur over time and as a result of heavy
use or misuse. 

Inspect the craft regularly, especially after suspected damage. 

If your mast has shrouds do not leave the rig under tension when
ashore or during storage. If rig tension is over tightened or left on
when not sailing damage may occur. 

Your craft should only be used with the approved launching 
trolley, as supplied by Topper International or your dealer. The
use of any other trolley may damage the hull and invalidate your
warranty.

It is recommended that storage is on the approved launching 
trolley. Care must be taken to support the hull adequately if the
boat is not stored on the correct launching trolley. Any sustained
point loading could permanently dent or distort the hull.  

Any repairs to the hull should be undertaken by qualified person-
nel with the relevant skills and equipment. Contact Topper 
International for advice.

Over time, UV light may cause fading to some components and
fittings. A good quality cover is recommended to reduce UV 
degradation.

Keep the equipment clean by frequently and thoroughly 
flushing with fresh water. The stainless steel fittings will also
bleed with a rust colour if not rinsed off after sailing at sea.

Do not use solvents on any part of Topaz craft. Solvents attack
plastics, including ropes, and unseen deterioration can occur.

Excess water should be removed from the hull and any cavities.
Keep your craft drained and well ventilated. Ensure the craft 
is stored with the bow raised to allow water to drain away. 

Before you set sail ensure that the transom drain plug has 
been correctly closed. Also, if hatch covers are fitted check they
have been closed properly.

Make sure that when you attach the rudder that the rudder stop
clips over the stock. Sometimes a safety strop is attached from
the craft to the rudder stock.

Salt water will deteriorate your sail and the stitching if the sail 
is not rinsed in fresh water after sailing. Sails should be dried be-
fore storing.

Jib sails with clear panels should be rinsed with fresh water. 
Clear panels are likely to be subject to UV degradation before the
rest of the sail and a routine check to ensure transparency must
be carried out. Jibs with clear panels that are no longer transpar-
ent, or where visibility is restricted must be replaced.

Ideally we recommend that you should store sails in a convenient
dry place away from the craft. If you have to store sails in the
craft ensure that a good cover is used and that it prevents any
water coming into contact with the sails. Sails will be subject to
mould and mildew if left in water or they are allowed to become
damp.

Ropes, rigging and fittings should be checked at regular intervals
for wear and tear.

Inspect shackles, pins and fittings regularly. Tape up fittings that
may snag with sails, ropes or crew.

You may have to replace fittings from time to time. Damaged or
worn parts should be replaced. Ensure that all fastenings are re-
sealed properly using an appropriate sealant.

Trailers should be rinsed with fresh water and checked 
at regular intervals. It is recommended that the trailer 
be serviced annually.

It is also a good idea to securely strap the craft down when it is
left ashore to prevent any damage in the event of strong winds.

For any repair contact Topper International or your dealer who
will provide the best advice.
____________________________________________________

MODIFICATIONS

Contact Topper International or your dealer about any modifica-
tions. Please remember any modifications may endanger your
safety and invalidate your warranty.
____________________________________________________

MANUFACTURER DETAILS

The manufacturer of the TOPAZ range of craft is Topper 
International Ltd. Contact details are 

Topper International Ltd
Kingsnorth Technology Park, 
Wotton Road, 
Ashford, 
Kent 
TN23 6LN  
United Kingdom

Telephone +44 (0) 1233 629186
Fax +44 (0) 1233 645897
email info@toppersailboats.com

web www.toppersailboats.com
____________________________________________________

8



Specification Table 2
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For further information, or to order spare parts and accessories, please contact your dealer or 

Topper International Ltd
Kingsnorth Technology Park, Wotton Road, Ashford, Kent TN23 6LN  United Kingdom.

Telephone +44 (0) 1233 629186
Fax +44 (0) 1233 645897

email info@toppersailboats.com
web www.toppersailboats.com
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