TOPAZ 14 CATAMARAN
RIGGING
INSTRUCTIONS




The Hull set up.

Fit the cross bar in the beam socket of each hull and align them
with the predrilled holes. Clean and grease the bolts, the inner
bolt for the rear beam are used with the big plastic washers and
the outer bolt with the smaller one. Hand tighten the bolts while
insuring that the tubes are inserted in the bolts inside the beam.
Then tighten with 2 x 17mm spanners but not too much.
Retightening on a regular basis is necessary.

Once the hulls have been bolted together refit the hatch covers.

Now, fit the hull with the trampoline. Remove the end cap and
slide the trampoline into the rail of the front beam until it is
central, this best done by 2 people to avoid snagging the
trampoline on the beam

When the trampoline is central it can be laced to the rear beam.
Attach the tensioning line to one end of the rod in the trampoline
with a bowline.

The rope is lead around the buttons on the rear beam, up and
down to the cut outs on the trampoline
passing around the bar, carry on across
the whole trampoline you will need to go
back and tighten the line to pull the
trampoline tight. At the last button take
an extra loop around the button and tie
the line off using a couple of half hitches.



The excess line can the taken across the back and secured to the line.

The side tensioning lines can now be attached, first attach the loop to
the metal eye on the rear cross beam and take a couple of turns
through the plastic ring on the trampoline side rope, then tie off loosely.

The side rope can now be tied off to the metal loop on the front beam,
using a round turn and 2 half hitches.

Pull the line up so the plastic ring at the back is just pulled in to the side of the
trampoline.

The side lines can now be pulled tight at the rear beam to
tension then. When tight secure the line to the metal loop (using
2 round turns and a half hitch). Leave a long tail as this is used
to tension the trampoline at the back by feeding through the
metal ring on the trampoline.




The central tie can now be fitted to the small metal loop on the hull mid-
way between the beams.

The line is fed through the eyes on the trampoline several times and then
tied off tightly to hold the trampoline down to the hull

Top tip: extra side line can be tided away by feeding it down the side of the
trampoline.

You will need to re tension the Trampoline as it stretches’, the trampoline should be
kept as tight as possible as this makes it easier to move on.



Rigqing the Mast.

Lay the mast along the centre line of the boat, so you can attach the rigging to the
mast fitting.

In order to fit the furler to the forestay remove, a trapeze wire, shroud and forestay
from the large Bow shackle.

The furler swivel is attached to the large Bow
shackle with a smaller bow shackle.

The forestay and the jib halyard pulley loop then =
fixes into the furler :
This is a good time to add the extra trapeze wires if
you are fitting the spinnaker system

Also don’t forget to feed the 2 part jib halyard
through the block.

The rigging can then be attached to the mast NB
please ensure all shackles are securely tightened.

Remember to separate the rigging to the correct sides of the
boat.

Also if you have the trapeze kit you can now fit the mast head
halyard pulley. This is tied off to the metal eye near the top of the mast with a round
turn and 2 half hitches. The pulley sits just below the line .

around the mast

Also don't forget to thread
the halyard through the

pulley.




Attach the shroud adjusters to the plates on the hulls and the
shrouds the approximately the 41" hole down.

In preparation to raise the mast you will need to attach the striker bar to the bow of
the hull. The furler drum is attached the screw fitting at the centre of the striker bar.

The cleat for furler line is fitted to the port side of the front crossbeam, you will need
to per drill 2 x 3.7mm holes in the beam to screw the cleat on to.

NB ensure the securing screw for the drum is tightly done up.

The striker bar can now be attached to the deck eyes on the
bow.

The split pin must be fully bent back to secure the pin. You may
prefer to replace the split pins with rings for ease of use.




When the striker bar is fitted correctly the wider rounded side will face forward.

The mast can now be lifted back do the mast
foot can be fitted to the ball on the crossbeam
(the securing pin can be inserted).

In order to raise the mast you will need assistance, one person will need to lift the
mast from the back of the boat. They walk forward while the other person pulls up on
the forestay or trapeze wires.

Once the mast is fully upright the forestay is loosely tied off to the furler drum. This
allows the mast pin to be removed so the mast can rotate.




Once the pin has been removed the rig tension can be pulled on unsing the forestay,
the rope is tied off leaving a long tail to tie the
jib on with.

With the mast up the Trapeze wires can be secured to the
elastic.
Tie a loop (approximately 15cm in length in one end of the
elastic).

Feed the end of the elastic without the loop down the metal
eye on the trampoline under the trampoline and up through
the eye on the other side. Tie a loop in this end as well.

To attach the elastic to the trapeze ring, push the elastic loop through eye on the ring
just below the pulley, then pull the elastic loop over the metal ring and pull tight.




Capsize Line

The capsize (orange) line is used to help right the boat in the event of a capsize
The line is tied around the base of the mast with a ‘
bowline knot.

A series of figure of 8 knots are then tied along the line
to stop your hands slipping if you are righting the boat
from capsize.

When not needed the line is stored in the marked
pocket on the trampoline.

Attaching the Main Sheet

The mainsheet rope also controls the traveller car movement. The mainsheet blocks
are already threaded, all that is needed is to attach them and set the figure of 8 knots
to limit the travel.

Shackle the pulley system to the traveller car on the
crossbeam.




Tie 2 figure of 8 knots in the mainsheet (approximately 1m
and 0.75m in from the end of the mainsheet, these may need
to be adjusted latter), 1 is to limit the amount you can sheet
out and the other is to limit the travel of the car so it does not
hit the end stop on the crossbeam.

Feed the main sheet through the cleat (from the front to back
of the boat) on the traveller car and through the round hole on
the plate the main sheet is attached to. The end of the
mainsheet is then secured with a stopper knot having been fed
through the deck eye on the back of the rear cross beam.

Slide the car along the track till the figure of 8
knot reaches the cleat, this should stop
between 5 and 10 cm short of the end stop. If
the car is hitting the end stop, move the position
of the knot to prevent this.




Rigging the Jib

The Topaz 14 uses a 2 part jib halyard system that runs up and down the front of the
jib and secures in the cleat fitted on the jib.

Attach the jib to the furler drum using the long tail of the
forestay (as close as possible to the drum) again leave a
long tail.

Attach the jib halyard to the webbing loop on the top (head)
of the jib sail with a bowline knot

The jib can now be slowly pulled up attaching the plastic
hanks to the wire forestay as you go. g

When the jib is fully hoisted untie the two parts of the
halyard. Tie an overhand knot loop in the end of the
section attached to the top of the jib (you will only need to
do this the first time you rig). The rope you have untied is
stored in the pocket on the trampoline until you need it to
drop the jib after sailing.




Take the tail from the forestayl/jib tie down through the loop
in the halyard and down through the cleat on the jib.

Jib tension can now be pulled on, and spare line neatly
wrapped and tied off between the base of the jib and the
furler.(you may want to cut excess halyard off when you are
happy with the position of the loop on the end).

Attaching the jib sheets, the Topaz 14 uses a 2:1 purchase jib sheet system running
through 2 eyes in the sail.

Feed the jib sheet through the bridge on the top of the cleat on the forward cross
beam, and tie a stopper knot in the end. Then t|e another knot around the bridge with
the stopper knot hard against it. [




Feed the jib sheet through one eye on the sail and then back down and through the
cleat.

Pass the jib sheet across the trampoline and through the other jib cleat, through the
other eye on the jib sail and then tie the end to the bridge on the cleat.

The jib can now be furled to stop it flapping in the wind.



Raising the Mainsail.

Ensure the boat is facing into the wind before you start to hoist the main sail.
Always ensure that all the sail battens are securely in place in the batten pockets
with the front end seated in the plastic end fitting.

Shackle the main halyard to the top of the sail, ensure
the pin of the shackle is through the sail and the rope
is running over the body of the shackle.

Feed the sail in to the track locating the guide
slug first in the cut out on the mast, it is helpful
to have a second person to feed the sail in as
the halyard is pulled (you may need to rotate
the mast slightly if the batten pockets grip the
mast). As you are hoisting the sail ensure the
battens are all rotated in the same direction.

When the sail is fully hoisted, the halyard is secured in the cleat on the
side of the mast and the tail of the halyard stored in the pocket on the
trampoline.

The bottom of the sail can then be fed into the mast track below the
cut out.




The Downhaul will need to be treaded the first time you rig
the Topaz 14 it can then be left attached to the sail and
hooked back on to the mast each time.

The downhaul line comes up from the cross bar on the
fitting through the sail eye, down around the pulley on the
side, back up through the sail eye again, down to the larger
pulley and then up through the V cleat.

Do not pull the downhaul on till you are on the water sailing
as this powers the rig up.

The mainsheet is simply hooked in to the eye at the back of
the main sail

This should only be attached as you are going on to the water.

Attaching the Rudders

The rudders attach to the fittings on the transom, the tiller
arms are angled inward with a connector plate for the
cross bar on the inside face of the arm. When the rudders
are in place ensure they are seated correctly so the
retaining clip springs out.




The connector cross bar and tiller extension are connected together using the UJ,
the cover plates need to be clipped in place to ensure the joint cannot come apart.

When on the water the rudder blades are pushed down and secured in place by
putting the bungee loops over the stainless steel arm.



Riqging the Spinnaker Kit

The Topaz 14 used a single line asymmetric spinnaker system, with a shoot system
for launch and retrieval of the sail.

The spinnaker sock will need to be fitted
to the shoot mouth on the pole, the rope
edge of the opening is fed around the
slot on the back of the hoop.

When fitted correctly the Velcro tabs will
wrap around the pole to hold it in place.

To attach the pole to the boat insert the spike on the end of the pole into the hole on
the front cross beam just below the mast ball
fitting , ensuring it is fully pushed in.

' ’

The pole is suspended by a line tied to central strut of the striker bar, approximately
5cm below the bar (this distance can be varied to adjust the tension in the luff of the
spinnaker if needed).




The dynema lines attached to the front of the pole are to
stop the pole being pulled up when sailing. In order to
tension these correctly the help of a second person is
needed.

Tie a loop approximately 2/3rds of the way down each line,
take the tail end of the line through the fixing eye at the
bow of each hull and back through the loop on each side.

With one person pushing the pole down slightly tension
can be put on the lines and then they can be tied off.
Please note the pole should be kept centred between the
hulls.

The Line attached to the shoot mouth is tied off to the bow fitting on the port side as
well, this line is to hold the shoot mouth up and make it easier to launch and retrieve
the spinnaker.

Before the halyard for the spinnaker can be treaded up the halyard turning ring at the
rear of the trampoline needs to be fitted and the sheet blocks.



The ring attached to a length of bungee is fed between the trampoline and the rear
beam and tied off to the loop where the end of the mainsheet attaches.

The spinnaker sheet ratchet blocks are simply attached to the Iower part of the
shroud plates. i 4

To thread the spinnaker halyard, first secure one end to the end of the pole so you
do not lose it up the mast.

The free end is threaded through the pulley at
the back of the pole (from back to front).




The line then threads through the
double block attached to the tack line
(this pulls the sail to the end of the
pole.

The halyard is then lead
back through the cleat on
the cross beam, to the
ring by the rear beam and
forward to the metal ring
at the front of capsize line
pocket (remember to feed
the line under the jib
sheets).

The halyard can now be fed through the spinnaker
sock (it is easier to reach down the sock if it is not
attached to the pole of the boat).When you have
pulled the halyard
our of the bag
mouth tie it off
temporarily so it
does not go back
down the sock.




The rear of the sock can now be secured by with
the lines attached to the loops, one side ties
around the mast foot and the other ties around
the beam passing through the eyelet on the
trampoline. These do not need to be pulled tight
as they are only there to support the sock. Also
the sock will move while sailing so you need to
allow for that to take place.

Packing the Spinnaker

It is worth practicing packing the spinnaker on a still day for the first time.

Start at the front corner labelled, Tack of the sail (also the sailmakers label is there).
Push a loop of the tack line from the pole end through the sail eye, the pass the knot
on the end of the tack line through the loop and pull it tight to secure it.



Work along the front edge of the sail to the top of the
spinnaker (the head).

Attach the head to the end of the halyard from the top of
the mast with a bowline knot.

Now work down the back edge of the sail to the Clew to attach the sheets.
To attach the sheets to the sail find the - ‘

middle of the rope and push a look through
the eye in the sail.

Pull the ends of the sheets through the loop and pull tight.

Take one end of the sheet to each side of the boat and thread it through the ratchet
block on the shroud (make sure you thread it in the direction of the arrow on the

block)



The ends of the sheets can now be tied together in the middle of the boat to form a
continuous, simply tie an overhand knot around each sheet with the other and pull
the knots together. This is sometimes called a fisherman’s or love knot.

The downhaul line can now be attached, take the end of the halyard from the shoot
mouth. The end of the line is fed through the metal ring attached to the lower patch
and then tied to the cross tapes on the top patch with a bowline knot.

The gennaker can now be pulled back in to the sock, you may want a second person
to guide it in so it does not snag on anything when pulling it in in land.



